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Abstract:  Species Diversity and Distribution of Fairy Shrimps in Huay Khayeng,
Thong Pha Phum, Kanchanaburi Province

Nukul Saengphan and Ramet Chusing
Department of Fisheries, Suphanburi College of Agriculture and Technology, Danchang,
Suphanburi 72180

The species diversity and distribution of fairy shrimps in Hauy Khayeng, Thong Pha Phum
District, Kanchanaburi Province was studied from March to May 2006. Two replications of 2-4
kilograms of soil samples in dry temporary pools were collected in studied area and then incubated
and reared in the laboratory of Suphanburi college of Agriculture and Technology. A kilogram of
soil sample was immersed in 20 litres of water in plastic containers. Hatched fairy shrimps were
recorded and removed to a new container at 24 hours intervals for 5 days. Fairy shrimps were
reared until reaching the maturity stage before preserving and identifying respectively. Incubations
were repeated for 2 more times by draining used water and drying the soil samples for 3 days
before the next immersion.

Twenty six localities of soil samples in temporary pools were found with several habitats,
i.e. roadside pools, natural drainage ditches, lower area in rice field, natural pools, shallow and
deep ponds. Fairy shrimps were found only two localities of the first immersion. However, their
number had increased on the second and third immersions. Of the 3 immersions, fairy shrimps
were found in the total of 19 localities (73.08% of the sampled localities) of every pool
characteristic. Two species of fairy shrimps were identified; Branchinella thailandensis
Sanoamuang, Saengphan and Murugan, 2002 and Streptocephalus sirindhornae Sanoamuang,
Murugan, Weekers and Dumont, 2000. They were found both 1 and 2 species in a temporary pool.
This study indicated that B. thailandensis and S. sirindhornae are able to inhabit upper hill as high
as 162-286 metres above sea level.
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