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Abstract: The Utilization of Non-timber Products in Sakaerat Biosphere Reserve
Sujitra Kosol, Pongmanee Thongbai, Tantima Kumlung, Tanapak Inyod,
Jittima Phasomyard, Taksin Archavacom, Jumlong Plagsanoi and Samai
Savakhornburi
Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900

The purpose of this study on the utilization of non-timber products at Sakaerat Biosphere
Reserve was to survey species diversity and distribution of edible mushrooms and plants by
participatory action research during September 2004 to August 2005. An additional aim was to
determine the value of wild products carried out from Sakaerat forest. Thirty species from 9
families of edible mushrooms were found in the deciduous dipterocarp forest, dry evergreen forest,
and reforest plantation. The dominant species of mushrooms were Russula spp. (Fam.
Russulaceae), Amanita spp. (Fam. Amanitaceae), Termitomyces spp. (Fam. Tricholomataceae).
Moreover, sixty-two species from 35 families of edible plants were found in Sakaerat forest and
most of them occurred in the deciduous dipterocarp forest. The favorite economic edible plants
were Melientha suavis Pierre, Cratoxylum formosum (Jack) Dyer, Spondias pinnata (L.f.) Kurz,
Phyllanthus embrica L., Careya sphaerica Roxb., Amorphophallus brevispathus Gagnep.,
Parkia sumatrana Miq. subsp. streptocarpa (Hance) H.C.F. Hopkins, Kaempferia pulchra
(Ridl.) Ridl., and bamboo shoots. Approximately 43 percent of people from villages
surrounding Sakaerat forest and 75 percent of Sakaerat Environmental Research Station staff
have gathered wild products from Sakaerat forest. Most edible mushrooms and plants were
collected for consumption, rarely were they carried out for commercial purposes. The total
approximate value of wild products carried out from Sakaerat forest was about 4,896,100
baht/year (The value of edible mushrooms was roughly 3,551,400 baht/year and some
1,344,700 baht for edible plants.)
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