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Abstract: National Policy for Thailand on Genetically Modified Organisms
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Genetically Modified Organisms have a tremendous potential in the national economic
development. However, the global market acceptance is presently yet quite limited. Intellectual
property, ecological risk, organization, rule and regulation as well as economic analyses indicated
that there is no scientific evidence confirmed that GMOs do not pose higher risk to human and
ecosystem than their ordinary counterpart. Moreover, patents owned by foreign entities may
protect each transgenic plant variety. Thus, the use of GMOs would affect the national ecosystem
as well as the national food security. Thailand should then impose the so-call “Safe Use of
Forefront Technology” policy on GMOs issue. Prior to the acceptance of the technology for the
enhancement of the country competitiveness in an open system, the enacting process to have a
complete legal system on biosafety must be urgently executed. To effectively implement the law,
a regulating organization on biosafety must be established evaluate and monitor the impact of
GMOs. This will give an assurance to Thai society. In addition, capacity building on biosafety
management and on the GMOs technology that not cause genetic pollution must be immediately
implemented. Labeling must be performed on all goods (except pure chemical) produced from
GMOs. The responsibility for strict liability and redress are the burden of the applicant for the
GMOs public release.
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