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Abstract: Exploring Animal Biodiversity in Western Thong Pha Phum Forest (Somsak
Panha Chulalongkorn University) The Thong Pha Phum Forest is an old primary forest with an
extraordinary high floral and faunal biodiversity. Scientific interest in the region dates back 150 years to
the inventory of the giant freshwater pearl mussel, Chamberlainea hainesiana by Lea in 1856. Later the
world’s smallest mammal, the Kitti’s hog-nosed bat, Crasenonycteris thonglongyai Hill, 1974, and the
Queen crab, Thaiphusa sirikit (Naiyanetr, 1992) were described. These findings contributed to Thailand’s
prominence as a biodiversity hot spot within the renowned Indo-Burma biodiversity region. However,
despite this no systematic or in depth research has been carried out on the faunal biodiversity of this area
restricting the data to the limited amount attained from conservation organizations such as IUCN, GMS
etc. which are mainly concerned with area management and focused on big animals such as elephants and
tigers, as well as birds. In 2002 the BRT Program joined with the PTT Company Limited and initiated a
research project to evaluate the biodiversity in the western Thong Pha Phum forest areas. There were
more than 20 subprojects on animal biodiversity from small invertebrates to larger vertebrates,
encompassing a diverse array of research approaches including from basic taxonomy, animal behavior
and management, to agro-biodiversity and monitoring water contamination levels with pesticides. These

diverse and invaluable findings are reported and discussed in this article.
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